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I must here mention that Doctor Roggerson, who yes-
terday departed on his return to Petersburg, affirms that
no person in Europe leads a more sober or regular life
than Catherine II. He, however, has been eight months
absent.

I have collected some particulars that are rather
curious, relative to the usurpation made on the ducal
rights of postage in Courland, of which I have spoken
to you in my former dispatches. This is an object of
some importance, in so small a State, independent of the
inquisition that thence results, and of the infraction of
the rights of nations. This branch of revenue does not
annually amount to less than a hundred and sixty thou-
sand livres. But the following is a singular circumstance,
which characterizes Russian politics.

Not to commit an act of violence too openly, and to
avoid marching troops, which always draws the attention
of neighboring Powers, the Court of Russia proposed, or
rather demanded, an amicable conference between the
deputies of Courland and commissaries, named to that
effect; and appointed their sittings to be at Riga, a
Russian fortress on the frontiers of Courland, under the
presidency of the Governor of that town. Four deputies
from Courland repaired thither at the time appointed;
and the Governor signified to them that he had received
orders from his Sovereign to arrest them if they did not
sign an act, which he produced ready drawn up, by
which the ducal rights of the postage of Courland were
transferred to Russia. The deputies, should they refuse,
having no other prospect before their eyes but Siberia,
purely and simply affixed their signatures: after this,
several stipulations, which alienated lesser rights and
even portions of the borders of Courland, were in like
manner presented and sanctioned. One of the most art-
ful, and the most important, of these stipulations is that
which relates to reclaiming the subjects of Russia, who
may be found in Courland, and in which the Cabinet of
Petersburg have included the very descendants of those
who may have been naturalized for ages. It is very
evident that this concession leads to unlimited abuse, and
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